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WINTER APPEAL 2021 

Dear teachers and students,

We are pleased to provide this 2021 
School Winter Appeal Kit to assist 
you and your school in participating 
in this year’s appeal. 

Firstly, thank you for taking the 
time to promote the appeal to your 
school community. It will help fund 
the critical work we do every day. 

Every night in Australia, a child 
asks, “Where are we going to sleep 
tonight?” And mum and dad don’t 
have an answer. 

Before COVID-19 hit, more 
than 25,000 Australian children 
under the age of 18 were facing 
homelessness each night1. Today, 
that number will be much higher.

In 2020, unexpectedly, we saw 
what it might be like for families 
to receive the right amount 
of government support. The 
government put in place an 
economic support package, and for 
the first time, many families were 
able to provide for their needs. 

The economic support package, 
and temporary laws to protect 
tenants, have now ended. We are 

now looking at a harsh winter ahead 
for many Australians.

Child homelessness is the most 
painful reminder of the importance 
of strong social programs like 
those offered by St Vincent 
de Paul Society. As one of the 
most vulnerable members of our 
community, children are often the 
first to feel the pain of hunger, 
isolation and homelessness that is 
driven by poverty. 

As well as raising and delivering 
vital support now and into the 
long term for children and families, 
we are strongly advocating for 
impactful change of Government 
policy at the local, state and federal 
levels.

Vinnies is committed to a 
more just and compassionate 
Australia where no child 
should have to wonder where 
they will sleep each night. 
We are grateful for your school’s 
support in helping us achieve 
this goal.

1 ABS, Census of Population and Housing, 2016
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In this pack you will find information 
about how your school can become 
involved with the Winter Appeal this 
year, including ways to give. We’ve 
also included speaking notes for an 
assembly and statistics. The funds 
raised from the Winter Appeal will 
help provide emergency assistance 
to people at risk and experiencing 
homelessness. 

If you would like Winter Appeal 
activities for the students please 
just email me on 
youth@svdpwa.org.au 

Kind regards,

Colin Krause 
Youth Services Coordinator

IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW 
NEEDS SUPPORT, PLEASE CALL 
OUR HELPLINE ON 13 18 12.
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OLIVIA’S STORY 
CASE STUDY 

Every night in Australia, a child asks their parents “Where  
are we going to sleep tonight?” And mum and dad don’t  
have an answer.

Before COVID-19 hit, there were 
more than 25,000 Australian 
children under the age of 18 who 
were facing homelessness each 
night. Six year old Olivia was one of 
them. Olivia and her father Darren 
spent many months moving from 
couch to floor, uncle to aunty, 
looking for somewhere safe to stay.

When Darren lost his job, he also 
lost his home. He was forced to 
move constantly between friends 
and family members. He called on 
everyone he could to make sure 
Olivia wasn’t sleeping on the street. 

When he could scrape together the 
money, they stayed in motels.

Although Olivia may have been 
too young to fully comprehend the 
situation, she understood enough 
to be worried. Every day she asked 
her dad where they were going.

Night after night she was scared 
she’d have to sleep in the car, or 
in the park, or on a living room 
floor. These are formative years in 
a child’s life, and to spend them in 
fear can leave lasting scars.
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“WHERE ARE WE GOING 
TO SLEEP TONIGHT?”

“Olivia became very dependent 
on me. She wouldn’t let go of 
my hand, she wouldn’t go to 
sleep until I went to sleep,”
Darren remembers, “It was a 
heartbreaking experience.”  

Homelessness isn’t just the lack of 
secure accommodation, it’s a lack 
of control over your living space. 
For families, that can mean being 
unable to cook a healthy dinner or 
ensure the kids are getting enough 
sleep each night. It makes it 
impossible to maintain the routines 
that young children need.

When Olivia was sleeping in other 
people’s lounge rooms, she would 

have to go to bed and wake up 
when the adults did, which made it 
hard for her to get enough sleep. 

Homelessness can set children 
back in various aspects of their 
development: their schooling, 
their friendships, their family 
relationships, and their physical and 
mental well-being. This has flow-on 
effects on their future prospects, 
and impacts their ability to reach 
their full potential.

Poverty is one of the greatest 
drivers of homelessness, and right 
now, amid a national housing crisis 
and an economy that has yet to 
bounce back after the events of 
2020, poverty is on the rise.
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The end to the rental moratorium 
is causing vulnerable families 
to be locked out of the housing 
market. The JobSeeker supplement 
was reduced in March, cutting 
off a lifeline that was keeping 
many families afloat. The 
JobKeeper wage subsidy is 
predicted to cause many job 
losses and reduced income.

With rent continuing to increase, 
the people hit hardest are those 
who were already struggling to 
get by. More families are having 
difficulty paying their bills, feeding 
their families, accessing the health 
care they need, and covering their 
travel costs.

St Vincent de Paul Society in 
WA, provides a vital service for 
individuals and families facing 
financial hardship. Our volunteers 
and team members provide the 
emotional and financial assistance 
that struggling families need to 
hang on to their tenancies and 
maintain a secure environment for 
their children. 

I am happy to share that there 
is a positive end to Olivia and 

Darren’s story, with the family 
securing permanent housing 
through the assistance of 
Vinnies volunteer, Danielle.   

Danielle advocated on their 
behalf with local real estate 
agents to place them in secure 
accommodation. And she 
connected Darren with financial 
counselling and parenting support, 
to help him gain the skills to 
maintain a home for his family. 

And importantly, she provided 
emotional support to a family that 
had been drowning in despair and 
desperation. Knowing that there 
was someone he could call, that 
he didn’t have to go it alone, gave 
Darren hope that there was a way 
out of their situation.

“It wasn’t until I was talking with 
Danielle, that I started to get 
some faith back again, and see 
that there are people that could 
help me, and give me the right 
tools to work and move forward,” 
said Darren.

6 ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY (WA) | WINTER APPEAL 2021



YOU CAN SUPPORT 
VINNIES WINTER 
APPEAL 2021 BY 
ENCOURAGING 
A DONATION TO 
CONTINUE THE  
GOOD WORKS THAT  
ST VINCENT DE PAUL 
SOCIETY (WA) DO.

Our volunteers and team members 
like Danielle are on the frontlines 
every day, working with families 
in need of a permanent home, or 
at risk of losing their property. It is 
only through support of generous 
people that we can continue:

• Intervening early to prevent 
homelessness

• Providing accommodation as 
quickly as possible

• Supporting people to maintain 
stable housing
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SCHOOL SLEEPOUTS
Running a school sleepout is an 
interactive meaningful way to 
give an experience of the feelings 
and impacts associated with 
homelessness in a safe familiar 
environment as well as raise 
important funds to help assist the 
most vulnerable. Schools can run 
sleepouts in a variety of ways. You 
choose which grades participate, 
whether the sleepout will be at the 
school or ‘at home’, with parents 
involved too. Vinnies staff can 
support with activities, reflections 
and resources for the night, or you 
can create your own. Some schools 
have their student Conference 
or social justice group run the 
event. This creates ownership for 
the students on what they’d like 
to achieve, and generates some 
amazing new ideas as well. Please 
contact youth@svdpwa.org.au to 
get involved.

FINANCIAL DONATIONS
Financial donations allow us the 
flexibility to direct funds where 
they are most needed and can give 
those we assist a sense of dignity 
and joy. Being able to choose your 
own items is a luxury that many of 
us may take for granted. 

We encourage teachers and 
students to use any method of 
fundraising that is the easiest and 
most effective for your respective 
school (Milo mornings, bake sales, 
etc.).

Please visit the link below and 
follow the steps to make a financial 
donation or set up a GoFundraise 
page for your school.

www.vinnies.org.au/winterappeal

www.gofundraise.com.au 
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MATERIAL DONATIONS
During Winter especially, material donations such as food, warm 
clothing and blankets are distributed by our Homelessness Services and 
Conferences to vulnerable people struggling to keep warm. Clothing 
donations can be sold in our stores and profits go directly back into helping 
your local community. At Vinnies shops, you can get a warm coat for a 
great price and feel good knowing that your purchase has a purpose.

Below is a list of items that we suggest schools’ package to help 
provide emergency relief to people like Darren and Olivia who are 
experiencing some type of homelessness.

FOOD ITEMS (if a viable option)
Vouchers coffee + takeaway food 
outlets

Tuna and Crackers

Breakfast biscuits

Up and Go

Muesli bars 

Coffee bags

Tea bags

2 min noodles or mi goreng

Jelly beans or barley sugars

Fruit cups

Instant cup soup

ESSENTIAL ITEMS
Deodorant

Facial/hand wipes

Travel pack tissues

Combs or hairbrushes

Toothbrush + toothpaste

Blankets/sleeping bags

Water bottle, flexible soft flask type

Shampoo + conditioner sachets

A few things to keep in mind:

• Please place food donations 
into reusable sturdy shopping 
bags (e.g. canvas), as these are 
manageable for our members 
and volunteers, are good for the 
environment and also useful to 
our recipients. 

• To uphold the dignity of those 
receiving the goods, please 
ensure that all food items are 
not due to expire for at least 
the next 6 months. All items 
must be non-perishable and not 
damaged in anyway. 

• Similarly, please ensure 
blankets and warm clothes 
are in good clean condition by 
asking “Would I give this to a 
friend?” before donating.

• Look out for packaged food 
with a Health Star Rating of 3.5 
or above. The more stars, the 
better! Consider variety and 
nice comfort items you’d be 
happy to receive.
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SPEAKING NOTES
Here are some speaking notes you can adapt for your audience, 
to encourage giving to your Winter Appeal campaign.

Each of us has the power to 
make a positive difference to the 
world we live in and the lives of 
others. In your neighbourhood and 
community there are many reasons 
to help. Through partnering with the 
St Vincent de Paul Society for this 
year’s Winter Appeal you will enable 
Vinnies to continue providing vital 
services to those we assist and 
supporting people just like us to 
have a brighter future. 

Did you know that more than 
25,000 children are without a home 
in Australia today? It’s expected 
that this number has grown since 
the beginning of the pandemic last 
year. Two-thirds of these children 
are under 12 years of age. 

Your support of the Vinnies Winter 
Appeal means we (or Vinnies) 
can help find children a safe and 
permanent home and experience 
a bit of joy, dignity, and hope. 

25,827
Australian children under 

the age of 18 are homeless

Around two thirds of 
those children are 
under the age of 12.

13-18 yrs

0-12 yrs

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, “Census of 
Population and Housing: Estimating Homelessness, 2016”

Likelihood of children requiring homelessness 
assistance

Indigenous Living in remote areas

8x more
5x moreHomeless children aged 14 and 

under, are in supported 
accommodation for the homeless

Nearly

1 in 4

Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, 2019
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ADVICE ON HOW TO DONATE
• You can donate online at www.vinnies.org.au/winterappeal

• You can donate by phone: 13 18 12

• Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.

Our volunteers and team members like Danielle are on 
the frontlines every day, working with families in need of a 
permanent home, or at risk of losing their property. It is only 
through support of generous people that we can continue:

INTERVENING EARLY TO PREVENT HOMELESSNESS
Vinnies often sees young families like Darren’s who are making  
choices about paying a utility bill, buying petrol or meeting their rent.  
With your help we can provide financial support on a one-to-one basis  
for people seeking assistance. As well as food hampers and grocery 
vouchers to reduce hunger, we can assist people to pay for utility bills  
and unexpected expenses.

PROVIDING ACCOMMODATION AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE
We know from experience that putting a roof over someone’s head is an 
essential first step, but many people experiencing homelessness have 
complex needs. Vinnies offers transitional accommodation, where families 
are supported through long-term programs and services to address the 
challenges that may have contributed to their situation.

SUPPORTING PEOPLE TO MAINTAIN STABLE HOUSING
People on low incomes find it incredibly difficult to get a foot in the door of 
homes in the private rental market. Combined with the massive shortage of 
public or social housing, it can be almost impossible for people like Darren 
to find affordable housing without the support of organisations like Vinnies.
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YOU CAN HELP END 
CHILD HOMELESSNESS 
DONATE TODAY

Share your Vinnies experience to 
social media and be sure to follow us

Contact us:

facebook.com/VinniesWA

@vinnieswa 

STATE YOUTH TEAM 
P: 08 6323 7526 
E: youth@svdpwa.org.au 
W: vinnieswa.org.au 

If your school has a working relationship with a local Vinnies Conference please 
feel free to make contact with them to organise your Winter Appeal tasks.  
If you would like to be put in contact with a local conference please contact 
youth@svdpwa.org.au


