
The crisis in our backyard
In the second year of the global pandemic, families are fighting to stay in their homes, and 
right around the country, it’s children who are bearing the greatest burden of the crisis.

The JobSeeker cuts sending  
families into poverty
People living in poverty are at increased risk  
of experiencing homelessness.

The economic impacts of the pandemic have 
been felt by everyone, but the people hit hardest 
are those who were already struggling to get by. 
Low wage earners, casual workers and single 
parents have experienced greater rates of job 
insecurity and lost income than other groups.²  

As support measures such as eviction 
moratoriums and JobSeeker payments wind 
down, 124,000 more families are at increased 
risk of homelessness³. That means thousands 
of children without a safe place to sleep, not 
knowing where they will go tomorrow. 

As children move from one temporary 
accommodation to another, routines are lost, 
friendships are broken and education suffers. 
The critical years of childhood become filled with 
trauma, with long-term impacts for the future.  

You can help families and children 
experiencing poverty and 
homelessness.

Will you help 

her find 
somewhere to 

sleep tonight?

The second cut from $250 to $150 
per fortnight pushed a further 
190,000 people into poverty, 
including 50,000 children.5
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The first cut from  
$550 to $250 per fortnight pushed 
370,000 people into poverty, 
including 80,000 children.4
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The cost of living has been rising for years. 
For single dad Darren and his daughter 
Olivia, it became impossible to keep up. 
A few years ago, Darren and six-year-old Olivia became 
one of more than 116,000¹ Australians without a 
permanent, safe place to sleep.

For close to a year father and daughter moved around, 
staying wherever they could. Children need routine to feel 
secure but Olivia didn’t have a regular bedtime. 

 

She went to bed when her father did, often on someone’s 
living room couch.

“It really affected Olivia because she didn’t have a routine, 
she didn’t have her own bed, or a secure place to play.”

When Darren and Olivia weren’t couch surfing, they were 
renting a temporary room in a shared house. Nearly 
half of all homeless Australians stay in overcrowded 
accommodation², which puts children in potentially 
unsafe situations. As Olivia’s sole carer, Darren had to  
be with her around the clock.

 

Australian children under the age of 18 are 
facing homelessness each night1.

Australians were homeless at 
the last census count.1

More than 25,000

1 in 200

Families falling through the cracks



Nearly

children aged 14 and under, impacted 
by homelessness, are in supported 
accomodation for the homeless.

1 in 4

As families struggle to survive, 
we are seeing an increased 
demand for Vinnies services.

of children receiving homelessness 
assistance have experienced some 
form of family breakdown.6

45%
How homelessness 
impacts children7
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With no stability in her life except for the presence of 
her father, Olivia became extremely attached to him. 
She never left his side and rarely let go of his hand; she 
wouldn’t go to sleep unless he was lying there with her. 

Finally Darren turned to Vinnies for help. With the 
assistance of Danielle, a Vinnies volunteer, he was able to 
access financial counselling, parenting support, and most 
importantly, a home.

“When we went into the place for the first time, the look 
on Olivia’s face was just priceless. She couldn’t stop 
smiling. She just ran around the house, jumping up and 
down saying, ‘This is ours, this is ours!’”

PHYSICAL HEALTH
• Financial difficulties mean families 

have less access to health services

• Children are less likely to be 
immunised

• Children are likely to eat more 
takeout and unhealthy foods

• Children are at an increased risk 
of having more dental problems, 
infectious illness, ear infections, 
gastrointestinal problems and 
asthma

MENTAL HEALTH
• Children experience discrimination 

and stigma in the schoolyard or 
play ground

• Children are more likely to 
experience anxiety and depression

• There is an increased likelihood 
of behavioural issues and 
developmental delays

• Children suffer from low  
self-esteem and low confidence

• Children suffer emotional isolation 
and have difficulty relating to their 
peers

EDUCATION
• Children have to change schools 

every time they move, making it 
hard to maintain friendships

• Increased absenteeism causes 
childrens grades to suffer

• Stress makes it hard for children to 
concentrate

• Children are at increased risk of 
dropping out of school early



Please call 13 18 12  
or visit vinnieswa.org.au

DONATE TODAY

You can help rescue a child like Olivia from 
homelessness.

https://donate.vinnies.org.au/appeals-wa/winter-appeal-wa
https://donate.vinnies.org.au/appeals-wa/winter-appeal-wa



